PORT SAID AND THE MEDITERRANEAN END OF THE SUEZ CANAL
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Work was begun on the Suez Canal in 1859 and the offices of the Suez
Canal Co. were established in Port Said, which was then only a little
village. A Frenchman, Ferdinand de Lesseps, who later unsuccessfully
attempted to construct the Panama. Canal, was the builder of this

waterway which joins the Mediterranean with the Red Sea. When the
canal was opened to traffic in 1869 Port Said quickly grew into a busy
port with a splendid harbor, as can be seen in this aerial photograph.
On the opposite side of the canal is Port Fuad.